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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement filed January 1 1, 2006 fails to comply with 37 CFR 
1.98(a)(2), which requires a legible copy of each cited foreign patent document; each non-patent 
literature publication or that portion which caused it to be listed; and all other information or that 
portion which caused it to be listed. It has been placed in the application file, but the information 
referred to therein has not been considered. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 2 and 6 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

(i) With regard to claim 2 (line 7), the word "sad" should be spelled as the word -said--. 

(ii) With regard to claim 6 (line 12), the word "for" should be changed to the word ~ 

from--. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 
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The following phrase(s) lack clear antecedent basis within the claim(s), i.e., either the 
particularly recited passage fails to be properly introduced prior to its appearance at that point in 
the claim or the structure recited in the passage is not an inherent part of or component of the 
previously recited structure: 

(i) Claim 4 (line 2) "said recording and/or reproducing apparatus." 

(ii) Claim 5 (line 3) "said recording and/or reproducing aperture." 

(iii) Claim 6 (line 8) "said lock member." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) Ihc invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application lor patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-3 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kamaya et 
al. (JP 11-339426 A). 

As per claims 1, 2 and 6, Kamaya et al. (JP 1 1-339426 A) discloses a shutter unit for a 
disc cartridge (e.g., 71 - see FIGS. 17-20) comprising: a shutter unit (75) for opening/closing an 
aperture (73) of a disc cartridge (71), having a disc (70) accommodated in the inside thereof, said 
aperture (73) serving for exposing a portion of a recording area of said disc (70) to outside; a 
lock unit (81-83, 85-88) rotationally mounted to said shutter unit (75) and adapted for engaging 
with an engagement part (84) provided to said disc cartridge (71); and biasing means (76) for 
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biasing said shutter unit (75) in a direction of engaging said lock unit (81-83, 85-88) with said 
engagement part (84). 

Additionally, as per claim 2, the disc cartridge (71) comprises: a disc (70); a main 
cartridge body unit (71) having said disc (70) rotatably housed therein and including the aperture 
(73) for exposing a part of said disc (70) across the inner and outer rims of the disc (70); and a 
biasing member (83) for biasing said lock unit (81-83, 85-88) in a direction of engaging with 
said engagement part (84). 

As per claim 3, wherein said lock unit (81-83, 85-88) is rotated by a shutter unit 
movement controlling means (e.g., 93, 94) so as to be disengaged from said engagement part 
(84), said shutter unit movement controlling means (93, 94) being mounted to a recording and/or 
reproducing apparatus for controlling the movement of said shutter unit (75) relative to said main 
cartridge body unit (71). 

Additionally, as per claim 6, a recording and/or reproducing apparatus is provided, 
including the device for opening the shutter unit (93), comprising: a cartridge holder (e.g., the 
means with the apparatus for securely holding the cartridge (71) while the shutter is opened) into 
which is inserted the disc cartridge (71) including the disc (70), the shutter unit (75) mounted 
movably to said main cartridge body unit (71) for opening or closing said aperture (73), the lock 
unit (81-83, 85-88) for locking said shutter unit (75) in a position of closing said aperture (73), 
the engagement part (84) provided to said main cartridge body unit (71) for engagement by said 
lock member (81-83, 85-88), and a biasing member (83) for biasing said lock unit (81-83, 85-88) 
in a direction of engaging with said engagement part (84); a shutter unit movement controlling 
part (e.g., 93, 94) provided to one side (i.e., a side, any side) of said cartridge holder; and a 
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recording and/or reproducing unit (means for reading/recording from disc (70)) for recording 
and/or reproducing the information for said disc cartridge (71) introduced into said cartridge 
holder; said lock unit member (81-83, 85-88) being rotated by said shutter unit movement 
controlling part (93, 94) when said disc cartridge (71) is introduced into said cartridge holder to 
release the engagement by said engagement part (84). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kamaya et 
al. (JP 1 1-339426 A) in view of Shimazaki (JP 2001-357650 A). 

See the description of Kamaya et al. (JP 1 1-339426 A), supra. 

As per claim 4, Kamaya et al. (JP 1 1-339426 A) remains silent with respect to wherein an 
inserting end of said main cartridge body unit into said recording and/or reproducing apparatus is 
a substantially semicircular arcuate section, centered about the center of said disc, 
accommodated in said main cartridge body unit, said aperture being formed for opening to a 
lateral side of said main cartridge body unit other than the lateral side formed as said arcuate 
section. 
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Such structure, however, is well known. As just one example, Shimazaki (JP 2001- 
357650 A) discloses an analogous disk cartridge (1) in which an inserting end (at (b) in FIG. 3) 
of a main cartridge body unit (1) into a recording and/or reproducing apparatus is a substantially 
semicircular arcuate section (e.g., see FIGS. 1-5), centered about the center of a disc (2), 
accommodated in said main cartridge body unit (1), a disk aperture (at (3)) being formed for 
opening to a lateral side of said main cartridge body unit (1) other than the lateral side formed as 
said arcuate section (at (b)). 

Additionally, as per claim 5, wherein the shutter unit (3) is moved along the lateral side 
of said main cartridge body unit (1) other than the lateral side formed as said arcuate section for 
opening/closing said recording and/or reproducing aperture (at (3)). 

Given the express teachings and motivations, as espoused by Shimazaki (JP 2001-357650 
A), it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to provide the disk cartridge structure as set forth in claims 4 and 5, as disclosed by 
Shimazaki (JP 2001-357650 A), to the cartridge of Kamaya et al. (JP 1 1-339426 A). 

The rationale is as follows: one of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to 
provide the disk cartridge structure as set forth in claims 4 and 5, as disclosed by Shimazaki (JP 
2001-357650 A), to the cartridge of Kamaya et al. (JP 1 1-339426 A) in order to prevent 
erroneous insertion of a cartridge into a device which opens the shutter fro the side of the 
cartridge reproducing device, as taught by Shimazaki (JP 2001-357650 A). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William J. Klimowicz whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7577. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (7:30AM-6:00PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William R. Korzuch can be reached on (571) 272-7589. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/William J. Klimowicz/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2627 



